

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
COURSE OUTLINE 
Mrs. Somavía  
lsomavia@rbhsd.org  530-529-8775



COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Student Government is designed to develop quality student leaders and foster a positive school atmosphere by setting an example to others and helping RBHS create a community of caring and acceptance.  Student Government is in charge of planning and orchestrating major events on the RBHS campus as well as many small, seemingly un-noticed chores. Students will actively learn leadership and life skills through service learning, group work, and the planning/facilitating of various school and community activities.  A strong commitment and ability to follow through is a must.  



CLASSROOM RULES:
· Show respect to all. Listen and don’t talk while someone else is addressing the class – teacher or student. This is especially important during the time that we are going over the agenda and passing purchase orders.
· Food and drink are allowed in room 109, as long they are handled responsibly. If you make a mess, clean it up!  
· Attendance: My expectation is that you will be in my class on time every day. If you are working on a project outside of class YOU MUST check-in to class FIRST.  If you miss a day, it is YOUR responsibility to fill out your timecard when you return.
· Timecards must be turned in before the end of the period to get daily points. Points are assigned according to participation, effort and follow through each day. A timecard without a name and/or number is an automatic -5 points.
· Mrs. Somavía MUST know where you are at all times.  Ask permission, sign out, and you MUST take a pass if you leave class for any reason.  Only one person may leave for a one-person job!  If a committee needs to set-up, all members must wear their passes.  Consequences for being out of class without a pass will result in a loss of timecard points for the day and possible unexcused absence from class for that day.  It is YOUR responsibility to make sure YOU have a pass.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Cell phones will be tuned into the cell phone charging station at the BEGINNING of class. It will not be touched until the end of the period unless given permission by Mrs. Somavía.  Failure to follow this rule will result in a loss of timecard points for the day. If your cell phone privileges have been revoked by your parent or guardian you MUST bring a note from home verifying that you do not have a cell phone at school.  


GRADING SCALE: Basic 90%, 80%, 70%, 60%, 50% grading scale.
Students will be able to earn up to 10 points a day for participation.  Their attitude, willingness to work, class participation and accountability for jobs assigned will go towards those points.  This is noted through their daily timecards that they fill out to log their class activity.  
· In addition to their daily work, students are required to attend ALL of the events we organize (allowed: three unexcused and five excused), one PAC performance AND log 15 hours of Student Government activity participation each semester to attain an “A” grade. 

GENERAL ASSIGNMENTS/REQUIREMENTS:  
· It is MANDATORY that you attend ALL events that are put on by our class. Only pre-approved absences will be accepted. After THREE unexcused absences from our events, your grade will drop ONE letter grade. After FIVE excused absences, your grade will be dropped ONE letter grade. 
· Attend a MINIMUM of 2 PAC performances, not including Mr. Spartan (passes are provided to most).
·  MINIMUM of 15 hours of Student Government activity participation is required each semester.
· Participate in ALL school-wide student activities - even if Student Government doesn’t put them on such as FFA dress up days and activities.
· Dress up on ALL dress-up days and attend lunchtime activities.  Failure to participate in dress up days WILL result in a loss of daily points on your timecard. 
· Be a good role model for the rest of the school at all times. This includes following the dress code. Being a good role model also includes behavior at off campus activities such as dances.
· Going out of your way to meet new people in school/classes that you may not normally associate with.  
· Be accountable for the time you are out of the classroom during 4th period. Don’t forget you must sign out if you leave the room.  
· Follow through with all your commitments, including write-ups and thank you notes.
· Attend committee meetings for which you are assigned. 
· Be on time and have great attendance (no more than 6 tardies per grading period for an A).
· Fill out timecard EVERYDAY!
· ALL members must buy ASB stickers.
· VOLUNTEER WHEN WE NEED SOMEONE!!!!!!
· Absolutely NO leaving campus during class time without the proper permission.  Being 18 is NOT the proper permission.
· DO NOT LEAVE EARLY FOR LUNCH 






Please sign and return by Monday, August 20, 2018 for 20 points!!


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read Mrs. Somavía’s course outline for Student Government. I also acknowledge that I have read and understand the expectations, rules and curriculum for this Student Government class.  If I have any questions, I will contact Mrs. Somavía by email or phone for clarification.

__________________________________		         _________________________________
Parent Name (printed)					         Student Name (printed)

_________________________________Date ______       ________________________________Date_______
Parent Signature					         Student Signature
